
Certificate of Exemption -AGAR 2A25126 Form 2

To be completed by smaller authorities where the higher of gross income or gross
expenditure did not exceed f25,000 in the year of account ended 31 tVlarch 2026 and that
wish to certify themselve$ as exempt from a limited assurance review under Section g of
the Local Audit (Smaller Authorities) Regulations 2015

Thsrs ts l"l* requir*ment ?* havo * lin:lted fis$urancs rerriew or to subryrit an A*nual Sovernanca and
A*e*ur:tability Return to the external auditor, provided that the authority has ce*lfi*d itself as exenrS:t at a
mecting nf th* authcri{y after 3'l i\llarch 202S and a conTp}eted Cerliflcate of Hxenrpticn is si",i}mitted no
l*ier thsr: 30 June 2$?6 notifying the external auditor.

Ribchester Parish Coucil

**rtifi*s that d*rin6 th* financial year 202$126 the higher of the authcrity's tctal gros* rncome for
tho y*ar or total gross annual expenditure, for the year did not exceed f,25,000

Total annual gross income for the authority 2fi25126: t21,339

Total annual gross expenditure for the authority 2A25'26. e13,686

There are certain circumstances in which an authority will be unable to certify itself as exernpt, so that a iimited
tl$sursncs re,riewwiitstiil be requir*d" if an authority is unable to *enfirm the statemants bel*wtlren it
cannot certify itself as exernpt and it must subnrit the c*rnpleted Annuai G*vernan*e and Accountability ft,eturrr
F*rm 3 t* the *xternai euciitnr ta und*rtake a ilrrrited &ssilrance revi*w for which a fs* *f !210 +VAT will be payable.

By signing this eertifl*xt* *f Ex*rxption you er* c*nfirming tl,ar:
. Tl':* airt|"l*ri{y was in sxi*t**cs *n lstApril2*22
" {n tslation t* th* pr*c*cling financini year {2*24135}, the exlernai a*ditor has not:

' issued a public interest report in respect of the authority or any entity connected with it
' made a statutory recommendation to the authority, relating to the authority or any entity connected with it
. issued an adviscry noticc undet paragraph 1{1} of Schedule & tc the Lccai Axeiit and A*countability A*t

2C14 t'the Act") and ha* n*t withdrawn the r:otice
. sfiir1rn*ne*d judicial revi*w pro***clinga under section 31('1} *f th* A*t
' rfi&** eln appiic*ti*n under$eclisn 28(1) *f theActfora declaration that an it*r* *f asccunt is unlawful" and

the application has not been withdrawn nor has the coud refused to make the declaration
' Th* **Llrt has nct declared an it*m cf arcnunt unlavrfu! after a person made an appeal unden section 2S{3i *f the Act"

!f the abcv* staternerrts apply and the auth**ty r:either rec*ived gross income, t'ror rncurad gross expenditur'*,
*xc**di*g f7S,*0*, th*n the C*rtiflrato *f fixcnrpticn c** be signerl anc* a ropy submitted t* the extcrnal auciitcr
either by email or by post (not both).

Th*Annuai in{*rnal,Auelit R*p*rt, Ar:nua} Governance Statenrent, Accounting $tatements, an ana}ysis *f
varian*es a*d the hank re*on*iliati** piu* the inf*rmaticn r*quired by R.*guiation 15 {21, Ace*unts *nd Auriit
Regulations 2015 including the period forthe exercise of public rights still need to be fully completed and,
al*ng wilh a copy of this cer-tlficate , publisherl on the a*thority websitelwebpage'b*f*re 1 July 20?S.
$ign!r'lg thl* a*rtlfleat* e*nfirrns t|'*e aut!'rority will eonrply with the publicati*n requlrernent*.

*i5;ncd by th* onsrbie rir:anc'at 0fficer Date I confirm that ihis Certlfi*ate *f
Exemption was approved by
this authority on this date:

as recorded in minute reference:

Agenda/Minutes 9

02t09t2026

Signed by Chair ilate

*enerlc em*ii addi"ese c{

clerk@ribchesterparishcouncil.org. uk
-Published web address

https ://www. ri bchesterparish cou n ci l.org . u k/

*NLY t*'tis *ertificats CIf Kxempti*n should be netulrned EITHCK by *rl*il CIR hy po$t {nst
hct*t) &s $s&n as pe$$lhle after certifiaatiCIn to yot"ir externa! ar.lclitsr, h!"!t ns trater
thar"l 30 June 2026 Reminder letters for late submission will incur a charge of t40 + VAT.

Ar:ruai S*ver*ance and Acc*uni*bility Return 20?5126 Forni 2
Lc*ai eounnls, lnt*rnal *rainage Boards and alhsr $nrallerAuihorrtie*

Telephone number

01254 878617

Page 3 of 6



Annual Internal Audit Report 2A25126

Ribchester Parish Coucil

h ttps : /lwww. ri bch este rpa ri s h co u n ci L o rg . u k/

During the finan*iaiy*ar *nded 3'l bilareh ?*?S, thi* a*th*rity's interr-ialauditcr acting independe*tly anci *:-r

th* basis of an assessment of risk, carried out a selective assessrnent of compliance with the relevant
procedures and controis in operation and obtained appropriate evidence from the authority.

The intennal audit for 2{}252* has been carried out in accordance with this authority's needs and planned
cove.age. *n the *asis of the findings i* th* *reas examined, tl":e interr:al audit ccnclusions arc sxmrnaris*C in
thi* terhl*. Set out below are the objectives of internal controi and alongside are the internal audit conclusions
on whether, in *il signifie*rit r*sp*ets, the control ob.j*ctlv*s w*r* b*ing aehi*ved thr*i.lqhout the finan*ial yc*r
t* a stand*rd adequate to meet the needs of this authority.

f:cr any *ther risk ar**s identified by this authcrity aeleq*ate ccntr*is exisisd {li*t ar:y ather risk are*s on separate rheets if
neee{*ci}. Sate {s} it'lt*rnai audit unde*aken l\arxe of per${)rt wh* carried out tl're interna! *udit

07t07t2026 21t08t2026 Jane Parry

Signature of person who
carried outthe internal audit

,o.
r. -.j\ ,'' 

"**: 02t09t2026

{A. Appropriate n*ca*nting rc*ords havs been pr*p*rly kept lhr*ugh*ut the financial year

B. "lhis euthtrity ccrnpli*d with it* financi*i reguiatians, payments were silppo**d by invcices, all
*xpsilditure w*s approved aild VAf was xppmpriately aceounted for.

C. This a*th*rity ass*ssed th* tignifieant risks t* 6rchi*vinS it$ objectivas and review*d the adeEua*y
of arrangements to manage these,

S. The precept or rates requirernent resulted frsm an adequate budgelary process; progress against
the budget was regularly monitored; and reserves were appropriate.

E. Expected income was fully received, based on correct prices, properly recorded and promptly
hank*d, *rcj V.4T wa* xppr*pria!*l-v nccount*d fcr.

F. ilash payments were properly supported by receipts, all cash expenditure was apprr:v*d
an* VAT apprcprlatcly accaunted for.

G. Saiaries to emptoyees and ailowances to members were paid in accordance with this authority's
eppr*vals, and fAYf sn* l"li r*q*lfsffienl$ wor* prup*rly applied.

H. A"ss*t and inv**trnen'ls r*gisters wer* c;:rplete *nd acrurate *nd properiy raa,nta,ncl
l. Periodic bank account reconciliations were properly carried out during the year

J. Acccu;rting $laionient$ prepar*ci i.iuring the yesr were pre par*C on the ccrrect accoufiling ba$i$
(receipts and payments oi'income and expenditure), agreed to the cash book, supported by an
adequate audit trail from underlying records and where appropriate debtors and creditors were
properiy recorded.

K. If the ailtnority certified itself as oxsrnpt fror"n a lirnited a$surance review in 2024125, it ffet the
exemption criteria and correctly declared itself exempt. (lf the authority had a limited assurance
review of its 2424/25 AGAR tick "not covered)

L. The authority published the required information on a website/webpage up to date at the time of
the internal audit in accorciance wiih the relevant legislation.

M. in th* year ccvet*d by this AS,{R, the authority correctly pr*vided for a p*riod for the exercise of
public rights as rmquired by the Aecount$ and Al,dii H*gul*tion* {during the 2A25/26 AGAR period,
were public rights in relation to the 2A24-25 AGAR evidenced by a notice on the website and/or
autharity appraved minutes confirming the dates set).

N. The authority has compli*d with the puhiicetion requiren'':ents for 2024125 AGAR

-,_GeC4€48 f-age 1 Guidance Noles,).

{O" Ths authority ha* carnpli*d with law*. regulations & praper practices reiating tc digital and
data *cmpli*nc*.

P. {For local councils only)
Trust funds (including charitable) - trhe council met its responsibilities as a trustee

Yes No Not

ilate

Fag* 4 of SAnr:*ai Sovernan** and &cc*untai:ility R*tur"n ?il?512$ Forn: ?
l-*c*i C*ur':e;lc, internni ilrainag* B*ards and otrher Sn:aii*l"Authcritie*

'l{lh€iostcn$er; rc'plea;*$iatsltsimplcetion$and*cliorbein*taksntcadcifessanywerln8ssin.*fl1.oi ic'fnijfies(addseparatesheetsif needed).

if coverage is not required, the annual internal audit repofi mu$t explain why nol (add separate sheets if needed).
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Section f -Annual Governance Statemefi2A25l?6

We acknowledge as the members of:

Ribchester Parish Coucil

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound systern of internal control. including a.rangements for
tho pr*paration *f the Accourrting Statement*. Yle confirm, to the best of our knrwl*dge and beiie{, ic/ith
'espect t* the Accountir"lg $tatements f*r the year encled 31 lVlar*h 2S2S, that

{llt. lV* l':ave pul in plac* arrfrnge$"r*nt$ ior eflective flnanclal
rnanagement during the year, and for the preparation of
the accounting statemi!nts.

prepared its accaunting statements in accordance
with the Accounts and Audit Regu/alions.

2. We maintained an adequate system of internal controi
including measures Cesigned to prevent and detect fraud
and corruption and reviewed its effectiveness.

ti
JJ

!1

made proper arrangements and accepted responsibility
for safeguarding the public money and resaurces in
its charge.

3. We havr assured ourselves thmt thers srs no nlfftlat$
of actual or potential non-compliance with laws,
regulations and Proper Practice* ihat cauid have a

oignificant financiel eifect on the ability of this
authority to conduct its bu$ine$s o:" manage il$
finers*$.

has anly rlane what it has the legal power to do and has
complied with Proper Practices rn dolng so.

4. We provided proper opportunity dur"ing the year for
lhe exercise of electors' rights in accordance with the
reqrrr*r::ents *l ih* Ac.ounl* *nd Audil *e gulaticns.

t:

I

during the year gave a/lpersons interested the opportunity to
inspect and ask questions aboutthis authority's accaunts.

j

{l
{i
l:

5. lVe carried out an assessment of the risks facing this
authority and took appropriate steps to manage those
risks, incluciing the introduction of internal controls and/or
external insurance cover where required.

ca*siderad and *ac*menlarl the financixl *nd alfier ns&s rl
faces and dealt with them propefly"

6. We rnaintained throughout the year an adequale and
effective system of internal audit of the accounting
records and control systems.

li

li

srre,'?Sed {*r a earnp*l*r;iperscn. ind*p*nden! a{ ll:e {ini:n;:iel
confrols and procedures, to give an objective view on whether
internal cantrals meet the needs of this smaller authority.

{li7. We took appropriate action on all matters raised
in repofis from internal and externai audit.

responded lo marfers braught to its attention by internal and
external audit.

{

8. We considered whether any litigation, liabilities or
commitments, events or transactions, occurring either
*L.rring or ail*r'the y€ar-*nd. havs a fi,ranciai tmpacl on
this authority and, where appropriate, have included them
in the accounting statements,

disclosed every4hing it should have abaut lts busrness activlfy
during the year including events taking place after the year
end if relevant.

9. lF*r hcal councils ilniy) Trust lunds in*luding
nharitxble" in $Lir capflcily *$ the col* m*naging trustee
we discharged our accountability responsibilities for the
fund(s)/assets, including firranci*l raprrllng *nd, if
requir**. iild*peildent examination or audit.

has met al! af its responsibilities where as a body
carporate lt ls a sole managing trustee of a local trust
or trusts.

'l&, We l.tave put in place arrangements far th* eff*ctive iT
aad d*la ffianasafilent in scccrdance ivith praper
p.act{ces cu:-ing the year under rcview.

fias r*ade suitabla ar?Br?g6menls for its lT and dala
,ranegeme,?f end has c*mpliad witll p{*per praclrs6s,n
donr$ so.

'!-rr ai,, ;1dio.tt*i1 h !rlirci"r 1fr* l?:lrcl:;s ts ta ai aiilsa,alt*l fi$si i]*
il.,bl,1h.*

Thl*,a.nnual *cverrance $iat*r"leni was appi*vec al a
meeting of the authority on:

02t08t2026

and recorded as minute reference

Agenda / Minutes 9

https ://www. ri bch esterparish cou nci l. org. u U

Signed by the Chair and Clerk of the meeting where
approval was given:

Chair

Clerk

\ r tlr )

\V l,t troty litlctu

The authority websit* is up to date and the information required by the Transparency Code has been published
m
i{l

Annual Sovernance a,")d Ao{oilntability Return ?0251?fi Form 2
l*ccai Coun*il*, lnt*rnai Drainage Soards afid other Sn":allerAr.rthorilie$
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Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2025l,26 tor

Ribchester Parish Coucil

I **rtiry thal f*r the year ended 31 l\4arch 2S2S the
Ace*unting $txten:ents in this Annuai ffovernanee and
Acc*ur':tability Return ha.re been prepared on either a
receipts and payments or income and expenditure basis
following the gul*ance in S*vernance xrrd Acc*rint*biiity f*r
$mailer Authprities * a Practiiioners' Guide to Fraper
Prastice$ and Srosent fairty th* iinanclal p*siticr"'i *f this
a*thority"

$igned hy Re*p*nxible Finan*ial Officer betore beirrg
pres*ntod to tha authority f*r appr*val.

I cnnfirm that ll'l*se AceauntinE $taterfients y*ere

approved by this authority on this date:

02t09t2026

as recorded in minute reference:

Item 9

Signed by Chair of the meeting where the
Accounting Statenr*nts were

\, r),' r

tx.lfry,/'f!4\rl

fiale 02109t2026

1. Balances brought
forward 17,907

Total balances and reserues al fhe beginning of the year
as re**rd*rJ in l"h* fi*a*$*l rec.*rds, Val** m*s* *6re*
tc Box 7 of previous year.

2 ' i'.ti.:t: a. r'ri.-S i-.-]
13,826

T*ta{ amaun! ofprccepl {ort*r tDfrs rules andlevresl
received ar receivable in the year. Exclude any grants
received.

3. {*1 Total crrer receipts

2,219
Total income or recerpls as recorded in the cashboox less
the precept ar rates/levies received (line 2). lnclude any
grants received.

4. i-) Staff costs

6,484
Total expenditure or payments made to and on behalf
af all empioSrees. include gross sa/arles and wages.
employers Nl contributions, employers pension
contributions. gratuities and severance payments.

5. {-} Luan interestlcapital
repayments

Tatal expenditure or payments of capital and interest
made ditring the year on the authority's borrowings {it any)"

6. {-) All other payffi$nt$
4,994

Total expenditure or paymenfs as recorded in the cash-
book less slaffcosls {tine 4} and laan interesUcapital
repayments (line 5).

7. (=) Balances carried
forward 16,035 -^^f frtrl balances and reserves at the end of the year.

,7081 mr.rsr equai (1+2+3)- (4+5+6)
I

8. Total value of cash and
short term investments

The sum af all current and deposit bank accounts. cash
haldings and shaft term investments held as af 3? lvlarch *
Ta agree with bank reconciliatian.

L T*lai fixed assets ph-rs

long term investments
and assets

3,781
The value af all the property the authority owns - it is maele
up *f at! lls fixsd esssf$ a/]d long toftn lr?yasfifisfifs as a,
31 fvlarch.

10. Total borrowings The outstanding *apital balance as at 31 ltiarch of all laans
from third parlies {including PWLB).

11. Dr: the figures in the acmunling
statements ab*ve exclude nny Trust
transactions?

F*r Euidance r*{*r t* tfr* P:"a*titioners' Quide secfibris 2.3X to 2.33.

prove<t

Page 6 of 6&nn*a1 S*ve rnan** afid Accouiltahiiity Re{urn 2*2fi12\ Forrn 2
Lacal flsur:cils, internat $rainage *oard* and ether $nrall*r Authsi.ittes

l:

t,
ii
:

{

6,03511

16,345i
I

4,994j

,85017

0 0l
I

.l5,81

15,243 22,884

3,781

0 c


